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COPYRIGHT STATEMENT AND FAIR USE OF THIS GUIDE

Most of the materials in this guide (YOUR LIFE ON “THE LIST”: A Survival Guide for those Forced to
Register Upon Release” by Derek W. Logue, 2020 Edition) were extrapolated from previously published
materials from OnceFallen.com and the Informational Corrlinks Newsletter (ICoN); both are the claimed
copyright of Derek W. Logue of OnceFallen.com.

Sections that were extrapolated from the original sources, which were reprinted here under the US Fair
Use exceptions of 17 USC §107 for a non-profit, educational/informational use, are the express
intellectual properties of the original authors.

Portions or the entirety of the PDF version of this guide can be reprinted and distributed without my
permission ONLY under the following circumstances:

1. You are a Registered Person or a loved one of a Registrant who is printing the PDF on behalf of a
Registrant who lacks Internet access.

2. You are a worker at a transitional home, “sex offender” treatment provider, law enforcement
agent, registration officer, counselor, minister, homeless shelter, or any other person providing
direct services for Registered Persons and their loved ones.

3. You are using it in an educational setting such as a classroom, book club, or an offline discussion
group.
4. You are using the material verbatim or summarized for use in legislative testimony, legal brief, or

law journal report.

5. You must give me full credit for my work (or credit due to the original source I used to the
original authors) and provide references to the OnceFallen.com website (including a link to my
website page offering the PDF). You must, however, request permission to post the PDF on your
website. (In other words, don’t claim this work as your own and don’t post the PDF on your site
without permission.)

This guide is NOT to be resold for commercial use/ profit, or any reason not listed above, without my
express written consent.

To contact the author of this guide with questions, report grammar errors or legal inaccuracies in this
report, or if you want to send me a thank you for the work put into this guide:

Mail - Derek Logue, 2211 County Road 400, Tobias, NE 68453
Email — iamthefallen1@yahoo.com

Phone — (513) 238-2873 (No collect calls)

Website — http://oncefallen.com/

(Make checks/ MOs out to Derek Logue)
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INTRODUCTION AND DISCLAIMERS

This guide is a collection of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) about a variety of issues you will face
during your time on the public sex offense registry. This guide will be a “just the facts” guide with little
commentary on the constitutionality or ethical issues on these laws. OnceFallen.com is an informational
and activist website for the abolishment of public sex offense registries so I feel my stance on abolishing
the registry should be obvious.

OnceFallen.com is run by Derek W. Logue, who has been listed on the registry since 2003 and is
currently a lifetime Registrant. [ believe that the myriad of registry-related laws are confusing and
unnecessary we well as unconstitutional, but until these laws are repealed, you have to abide (however
grudgingly) by the laws under threat of being locked up for Failure To Register (FTR), a charge that
could leave you incarcerated longer than whatever offense landed you on the registry.

Longtime readers of either OnceFallen.com and/ or the Informational Corrlinks Newsletter (ICoN) may
recognize some of the information, since both the website and newsletters share much of this information
and have been copied verbatim from articles from both resources. This guide was created in response to
increased demand for such resources and because of recent changes to prison policies that otherwise limit
the amount of printed material in the mail, a policy not generally applicable to softcover books.

This guide covers a wide range of relevant topics, including finding housing, jobs, and both social support
(like advocacy groups) and financial support (such as welfare). I will cover some common laws for all 50
states using the info from various resources covering the basics of each state’s sex offense laws. While I
am going to give as much information as possible, please note that some statutes within this guide could
change dramatically. For example, Michigan’s sex offense registry scheme was deemed to be punitive
(Does v Snyder, 6th Cir 2016) and cannot be applied retroactively as currently written, causing the state
to go into panic mode to salvage what they can to prevent thousands of Registered Persons from being
removed from the registry. In a few states, the restrictions you may face as a Registrant depends on your
date of conviction or offense. I will cover current laws and any major proposals that are sure to come but
please note some legal info can become obsolete by the time the next legislative sessions for your state of
interest draw to a close.

Many of the tips listed here are general tips, not specific to any one state. Please note that some counties
and municipalities may have certain ordinances exceeding state laws. Florida, for example, has statewide
1000 foot restrictions, but many cities and counties, especially the southern half of the state, have
ordinances as much as 2500 feet from prohibited areas. Once you are free, you can read the articles on a
variety of topics in more detail at www.oncefallen.com ; many of the topics in this guide are from current
pages at my website. Some of the information I may include here could even be outdated by the time this
guide is published.

This is NOT a legal guide. This guide offers general advice for the most common concerns you may face
as a Registered Person. There are some legal citations here to verify the many claims here, but no advice
here should be construed as legal advice. If your needs involve the courts, you should consult an attorney.



Your Life on the List by OnceFallen.com, 2020 Edition

Finally, it is important enough that I stress this final point because the burden of proof will always fall
upon you no matter how you feel about these laws.

OBEY ALL LAWS!

Your freedom depends on obeying these laws even though you won’t like having to register.

Despite how you feel about the laws, you are expected to know and obey these laws, no matter how
complex and unfair these rules may be.

This guide is not an argument for or against any of the laws. This guide is for helping you navigate the
complex and confusing laws you may face while living on the registry.

If you are unclear about the rules, talk to your registration office.
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ABBREVIATIONS AND TERMS USED IN THIS GUIDE

The terms and acronyms in this segment are utilized in this guide and in many resources you may read
elsewhere. Refer to this list of terms and abbreviations as necessary while reading this guide. Proper
terminology is important; I will rarely, if ever, use the term “sex offender”; instead, the current commonly
used term by anti-registry activists are “Registered Person (RP),” “Registered Person (RC),” or simply
“Registrant.”

ACSOL: Alliance for Constitutional Sex Offense Laws, a California-based group fighting the registry.
While primarily a California-focused group, they monitor info from other states and maintain a 50 state
guide on registration and residency laws.

Adam Walsh Act: The current federal registry laws imposed upon the states (passed in 2006, replacing
Megan’s Law and the Jacob Wetterling Act). The AWA covers registry, community notification,
compliance checks, and civil commitment, as well as various grants to promote the AWA. As of 2020,
only 18 states and 3 US territories have been deemed “substantially compliant” with AWA regulations
despite a 10% federal law enforcement grant cut to states unwilling to adopt the AWA. It should be noted
that the AWA is a “minimum standard” and states can choose to add penalties beyond what is
recommended by the AWA and still be considered an AWA state.

Anti-Clustering Law: A law that bans Registered Persons from living a certain distance from another

Registered Person.

Anti-Registry Movement (ARM): A term used at times for the effort to reform/ repeal the registry. Like
“Black Lives Matter” or “#MeTo0”, ARM is intended to be used as the name of a movement rather than
the name of any specific group.

AWA: Shorthand for the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006. See “Adam Walsh Act.”

Civil Commitment: The act of submitting certain Registrants to indefinite detention under the guise of
protecting the public from those deemed likely to reoffend. This controversial program is utilized in 20
states and allowed on the federal level by the AWA.

Community Notification: The act of law enforcement agents publicly notifying members of the

community and/or certain businesses like schools that a Registered Person is moving into the
neighborhood. Not every Registrant is subject to notification, and the laws and the method of notification
can vary by state, including public meetings, announcements in the paper, going door-to-door, or sending
notices by mail.

“Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender Public Website”: See NSOPW

EM: Electronic monitoring, aka “ankle monitors” or “GPS monitors,” the devices a Registrant On Paper
may be forced to wear to keep track of location. EM may be required as part of post-release supervision,
probation, or parole, and if so, you’ll likely be required to pay the costs.
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FTR (“Failure To Register”): A formal criminal arrest for failing to comply with sex offense registration
laws; failing to pay registration fees, failing to update information, or failing to give proper notice of
travel or moving plans can all qualify as an FTR.

IML: “International Megan’s Law”, a law signed in 2016 that requires Registered Persons to notify the
government when they intend to travel, and requires Registrants convicted of crimes against anyone under
age 18 to receive a mark on their passports identifying them as an SO.

Interstate Compact: An agreement between two states allowing a transfer of a supervised released,

probation, or parole to a new state. While living in a new state, the supervised Registrant may still be
subject to the laws of the transferring state; if revoked, the Registrant may be sent back to the transferred
state to finish his or her sentence.

LEA: Law Enforcement Agent.

LEO: Law Enforcement Officer, a catch-all phrase for any law enforcement agent, whether local, state, or
federal authority. Sometimes referred to (derisively) as “Uncle Leo.”

“Megan’s Law”: Another name for the registry. Technically, the actual 1996 federal Megan’s Law,
preceded by the Jacob Wetterling Act in 1994 and replaced by the Adam Walsh Act in 2006, no longer
exists. People use the term “Megan’s Law” to describe the act of registration and community notification
(see also SORNA).

NARSOL: National Association for Rational Sex Offense Laws, arguably the largest of the groups
fighting to reform registry laws, currently headquartered in North Carolina.

NSOPW: The “Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender Public Website”. Technically, the feds don’t run their
own registries; this site merely bands together data from the registries of every US state and territory to
allow registry searches for all states and territories. Registrants not listed publicly on a state website will
not be listed on NSOPW’s database as this database only extrapolates public listings from states/
territories.

“On_Paper”: The most commonly used term to describe being on probation, parole, or supervised/
conditional release. I will be using this term throughout this guide. It is important to understand that being
“On Paper” IS NOT the same as being on the registry. You can be On Paper, on the registry, both, or
neither. Registration officers are NOT Probation/ Parole Officers and they only enforce registration-
related laws.

Polygraphs (or “polys™): While known as “lie detector tests, polygraphs do not “detect lies”; polys merely
detect changes in heart rate, breathing, blood pressure and perspiration, and the results are interpreted by
someone likely to be biased against the person taking the test. Polygraphs fail scientific scrutiny tests and
are generally not admissible in court. However, polygraphs are being repackaged as tools to aid in SO
treatment programs. The tools are utilized as an intimidation tool to extract confessions from people in the
program suspected of dishonesty. The effects of these intimidation tactics carry over into the studies
performed by polygraph proponents.
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PPG: The Penile Plethysmograph (derisively called the “Peter Meter” or “Peter Reader”), a device that
purportedly measures arousal by monitoring blood flow to the penis; used in conjunction with polygraphs
in some state treatment programs.

Presence Restriction/ “Proximity Laws”: Laws that prohibit Registrants from either “loitering” (being
somewhere without a legitimate purpose) or “being present” (being in prohibited area for ANY reason)
within a prescribed distance from a restricted area (sometimes called a “child safety zone™). It is
important to understand “loitering” and “being present” have different meanings when used in this

context. If a state statute uses “loitering,” then the state recognizes there are valid reasons why someone
would be in a safety zone, such as work, conducting business, or simply enjoying your freedom. If they
use the term “being present” without the term loiter, they may consider all reasons for being within a
safety zone invalid and arrest you; this would also impact residency or employment.

Registered Person (RC)/ Registered Person (RP)/ Registrant: A term used to describe people forced to
give information to the government in order to place their names on the public sex offense registry. This
is preferred by activists over the term “sex offender,” which is used primarily as a title of derision and
condemnation.

RSO: “Registered Sex Offender.” I prefer Registered Person and will use that term throughout this guide.

SCOTUS: The Supreme Court Of The United States, a recent acronym for the US Supreme Court created
by internet culture since SCOTUS is just quicker to type than US Supreme Court and the US Sentencing
Commission already uses the acronym USSC.

SMART Office: Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering, and
Tracking, the federal bureaucracy established to promote the adoption of the AWA (through a dubious
information campaign) and issue grant money to assist in AWA implementation

SO: “Sex Offender,” mostly used in prisons, media, or the general public. The movement to reform
registry laws generally considers this term to be offensive. The term is seen as an adjective used to
describe a noun, or put a different way, defining a person by an action. This guide will use the term
sparingly except when quoting a resource verbatim.

SOR: — Sex Offense Registry. Many states have these three letters in their own state laws related to the
registry (for example, NY’s laws are referred to as SORA). Here, use “sex offense” rather than “sex
offender” as the latter is considered offensive.

SORA: Sex Offense Registry Act, another term commonly used by a number of states to denote their
state registry laws.

SORNA: This acronym is specifically used in this guide to refer to Section 1 of the Adam Walsh Act
(AWA), called the “Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act,” which applies to the public registry.
Since the registry and community notification are generally applied together, this may be commonly used
throughout this guide and elsewhere, though this is specific to the federal law. This replaced the 1996
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federal Megan’s Law. Registrants are classified under SORNA according to the official charges
(“offense-based” classification™).

SOSEN: Sex Offender Solutions and Education Network, an online support forum and information
repository for Registered Persons. Headquartered in Nebraska.

“Substantially AWA Compliant”: When discussing “Substantial AWA compliance” as a measurement for
implementing the AWA in a state/territory, this refers specifically to the SORNA section of the AWA.
(Note that some states may use similar acronyms, but in this guide, SORNA will be used only to discuss
the federal AWA law.) The SMART Office created a 14-point checklist to compare with state laws, and if
the laws of that state meet all the minimum criteria contained in that checklist, the state is considered
“substantially compliant.” (Important note on AWA compliance: The AWA requires retroactive

application of registration if you are reconvicted of any crime, including non-sex offenses, if you have a
sex offense in your history. So, if you do not have to register because your offense predated the registry in
your state, or received a pardon or other registry relief, and you were later convicted for any offense, the
AWA demands you register. In non-AWA states, you may not have to register under this scenario.)

“Tiers”: Many states have a “Tier” or “Level” system that will determine the frequency and/or length of
registration and/or the amount of notification given to members of the community.

WAR: Women Against Registry, one of the national anti-registry groups; despite the name, men are also
welcome to join the ranks. Headquartered in Missouri.
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CHAPTER 1: UNDERSTANDING SEX OFFENSE LAWS

This chapter gives a brief overview of the various sex offense laws you may encounter. Again, this is not
an argument on legality of the laws, but merely an overview of the most common laws you may
encounter as a Registrant. This is not comprehensive; this is merely to give a basic overview. Each state’s
laws are explained in greater detail at the end of this guide.

Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (AWA): The AWA is the current federal law
governing the sex offense registry, grants for registry implementation, civil commitment, and other

related laws. The registry statutes, known as SORNA, were intended to make a more uniform registry but
that has been a farce. Florida and Alabama, for example, require lifetime registration yet are still
considered “substantially compliant” with the AWA. AWA has proven hard to implement, as only 18
states have adopted the law 14 years after it passed into law, despite penalizing states for not adopting it.
Since AWA uses offense-based classification (i.e., classified based on charges) instead of risk-assessment
tests (such as the STATIC-99), Registrants in AWA states are far more likely to be classified as Tier 3
(“high risk”); in Ohio, for example, the number of people listed as Tier 3 went from a mere 18% to a
whopping 54% on January 1, 2008, the day the AWA was implemented in that state.

Civil Commitment: About 20 states allow for some people to be convicted of sex offenses to be detained
in a civil commitment (inpatient mental health treatment) center under the guise of treating people
deemed likely to commit future offenses and protecting the public. While it is commonly believed these
programs are being used to circumvent constitutional safeguards, this practice has been repeatedly upheld
by SCOTUS and other major court rulings. This guide does not cover civil commitment defense; if you
are in a jurisdiction with civil commitment and you fear you may be subjected to a civil commitment
hearing, I strongly suggest consulting an attorney.

Community Notification: The practice of sending out notices to people within a certain area and/or to
specific businesses when a Registered Person moves onto the community. The methods of notification are
different in each jurisdiction, such as door-to-door or by mail. Not every state requires notification of all
Registrants; in some states, only those classified on higher risk Tiers will be subject to notification.

Compliance Checks/ Address Verification Checks: These are in-person visits from law enforcement
agents to verify you are giving accurate information. This could be performed by local, state, or even
federal agents, and could be done at work, school, or home. It is important to know your rights when
faced with a compliance check, so this will be covered in detail in a separate chapter.

Electronic/ GPS Monitoring: The practice of forcing Registrants to wear Electronic Monitoring (EM)
devices usually placed on the ankles (“ankle bracelets™). This is most commonly used for those “On
Paper,” which is a problem in states where lifetime supervision is an option. EM programs can cost
hundreds monthly.

Holiday Restrictions: Only five states currently have statutes that place restrictions on certain holidays,

most notably Halloween, but there may be local ordinances in place that limit your ability to celebrate
certain holidays. Halloween restrictions are most common; these may include shutting off outdoor lights,
not handing out candy, not wearing masks/ costumes, a curfew, and even a sign in the yard stating “No

10
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Candy At This Residence.” Some laws extend to wearing costumes for other holidays, such as a ban on
dressing as Santa Claus or the Easter Bunny.

“On _Paper”- Probation/ Parole/ Supervised or Conditional Release: Being “On Paper” means you will
likely face even more challenges than a Registrant who is not “On Paper.” You may have added
stipulations such as being banned from specific activities like online dating or even going to church!

Some states may prohibit you from living in certain areas even if there are no state or local residency
restrictions in your state of residence. You may also have to pay extra fees or for certain aspects of being
under supervision, such as fees for ankle monitors, polygraphs/ PPGs, or mandatory therapy in addition to
supervision fees.

Proximity Laws: In addition to residency restrictions, your area may have anti-clustering laws (laws

restricting the number of Registrants living in a housing complex), anti-loitering laws (cannot be
physically present within a certain distance to a prohibited area without a legitimate reason) or laws
restricting being in certain locations for any reason, and/or work proximity restrictions (cannot perform
labor within a certain distance to a prohibited area). You may also be banned from being on school
grounds or even churches even if your child attends these places. In some states, you may be banned from
emergency weather shelters.

Residency Restriction Laws: About 30 states have some law restricting where at least some Registrants
may reside. The most common restriction will prevent Registered Persons from living in a residence
located a set distance (commonly 1000 feet) from a school, daycare, or other places where “children
congregate.” This is often measured property line to property line ‘as the crow flies” (i.e., in a straight line
even if you are separated by a river or a ravine).

“Risk Assessments”: Many states may require you to take a risk assessment evaluation that may involve

an interview with a psychologist, psychological questionnaires, “actuarial tests” (tests that may assign risk
by certain characteristics including age, alcohol/ drug use, and criminal history, such as the STATIC-99),
the “Abel Assessment” (a test that measures sexual interest based on how long someone looks at
pictures), polygraphs, and/ or penile plethysmographs. Some tests, like the actuarial tests, may not require
your participation. Risk assessments may determine your Tier placement, frequency and length of
registration, and eligibility for civil commitment.

Scarlet letter laws: A few local ordinances have placed signs in the yards of Registered Persons. Proposals
have been made to place green license plates on the vehicles of Registrants (thankfully, the car tag

proposals have all failed.) Some jurisdictions even shift the burden of community notification to the
Registrant.

Sex Offense Classification: As of 2020, over a dozen states have Mandatory Lifetime Registration
Requirements for ALL Registrants. (As noted in Appendix 2, some of these states utilize a Tier system
but do not have automatic expiration dates from the registry; Registrants will still have to petition the

courts for removal.) This means by 2021, 43 US states will have some kind of leveling scheme for
classifying Registrants. Many states have adopted a Tier system of risk, and the higher the number, the
longer and more frequent you will register. The most commonly used Tier system (including the AWA)
will require those placed on Tier 1 to register once per year for 15 years, Tier 2 may register every 6

11
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months for 25 years, and Tier 3 register every 3 months for life. Of those states that use Tiers, you’ll
either be classified on a “risk-based” scheme (i.e., taking a battery of psychological tests and/or some
actuarial checklist like the STATIC-99) or an “offense-based” classification scheme (i.e., based on the
criminal charges you were given). The AWA uses offense-based classification.

Sex Offense Registry: The SOR (the list, the registry, the government blacklist, the public pillory, etc.)
has been a federal law since 1994 so most everyone convicted of a sex offense is aware the registry exists
in every state and territory within the US. If you were convicted of a registerable offence, there is no

place in America you can move to and not have to register. Depending on your offense and the state in
which you reside upon release, your registration period and frequency can vary. At the least, you will
provide your name, photo, fingerprint, DNA sample, address, phone number, vehicle info, employer or
school you attend, and other info the state requires. Some states require registration fees (some locations
charge hundreds of dollars). There may also be a follow-up visit to your residence to verify you gave the
correct info.

Special Identification rules: Some states require special state identification card rules for Registered
Persons. Some states require annual renewal of State ID/ DL cards and/or carry a special card to present
when approached by an officer; a few states (some already requiring annual renewals) also add marks or
statements on State ID/ DLs of Registered Persons. In addition, Registrants whose cases involve minors
are subject to a passport mark identifying them as an offender against a minor, and bars those Registrants
from obtaining a Passport card.

Treatment: Some treatments are positive and some are negative. Some may be offered in prison, and some
may be required after release. You may be required to take more treatment upon release as a supervision
condition.

There are many other restrictions that cannot be covered even by this guide. Of course, this does not
cover the ostracism, discrimination, and even harassment you might suffer during your time on this
government blacklist.

“STATE SHOPPING”

I am frequently asked which state is the “best” state for Registered Persons to reside. This question makes
me cringe, because it gives the general public the impression that Registered Persons frequently “state
shop,” which is a misleading and fear-mongering notion. Worse, prison scuttlebutt and some online
resources discuss ways to avoid registration duties. The bad news is there is NO US state, territory, or
Native American reservation where you can move and NOT have to register upon release. There honestly
isn’t a “best state” because laws vary in each state and even by municipality, and some people thrive in
one state while others do not. It is far easier to name the worst states—Alabama, Oklahoma, Florida,
Louisiana, and Illinois, in my opinion — because these states frequently make headlines for worst (most
restrictive) laws.

States that lack residency restrictions are more desirable than those that have restrictions, but that relief
may be offset by registry fees or other kinds of restrictions. Some states may mark driver’s licenses while
others do not. Below are some of the most common restrictions faced by Registrants that may influence

12
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your decision to move to another state (Please note that not every restriction applies evenly across states
and some of the restrictions below may apply only to parolees or to those classified on higher Tier levels
in certain states). More details about each state’s laws will be posted at the end of this guide.

As of June 2020:

Mandatory Lifetime Registration Requirements for ALL Registrants: AL, CA, CO, FL, GA, HI, NJ,
OR, SC, and WY (Note: Some of these states listed allow at least some Registrants to petition for
removal from the registry after a set number of years but removal is not guaranteed.)

Registry Fees: AL, CO, GA, ID, IL, 1A, KS, LA, ME, MA, MI, MS, MO, OH, OR, TN, WI, UT
Residence Restrictions (Living Restrictions): AL, AZ, AR, CA, FL, GA, ID, IL, IN, IA, KY, LA,
ME, MI, MS, MO, NE*, NY, NC, OH, OK, OR, RI, SC, SD, TN, TX*, UT, VA, WA, WI*, WV,
WY (Those marked with an asterisk denotes no statewide law but have allowed local ordinances to
restrict where a Registrant can live)

Presence Restrictions (Also called anti-loitering or proximity laws; Defined as various restrictions on
where Registrants can go, such as schools, parks, libraries, malls, recreation areas, or other places one
might expect to find children; the laws are too varied to discuss here, but each state listed has some
kind of restriction;): AL, AR, CA, DE, FL, GA, ID, IL, IA, KY, LA, MD, MI, MS, MO, MT, NC,
ND, OK, OR, SD, TN, UT, VA, WL, WY

States that place humiliating marks on your state ID Cards: AL, AZ, DE, FL, KS, LA, MS, OK, TN,
UT, VA *(only if you hold a CDL for passenger transport), WV; In addition, passports of those with
offenses against minors have marks placed on their federally-issued passports. (Note: A Federal court
in AL ruled in February 2019 the state ID/DL cards that read “Criminal Sex Offender” in scarlet
letters were unconstitutional as currently applied; it was replaced with less conspicuous mark.)

States requiring annual State ID/ DL card renewals (thus causing financial burden to Registrants):
AZ, IL, KS, MS (quarterly), NV, OK, TX

Work Restriction Laws (Laws that prevent Registrants from living within a set distance from
prohibited areas): AL, DE (if LIIVLIII), GA, ML, MT (If considered high risk), SC (only if On Paper),
TN

States considered “substantially compliant” with the Federal Adam Walsh Act (AWA): AL, CO, DE,
FL, KS, LA, MD, MI, MS, MO, NV, OH, OK, SC, SD, TN, VA, WY

States with Halloween restrictions listed in their state statutes: AR, FL, IL, LA, MO (Applies to all
SOs in LA and MO, applies to Tiers 3/4 in AR, applies to all on parole/ probation or SOs w/ offenses
against anyone under 18 in IL, applies only to those on probation/ parole in FL.) In addition, CA, CO,
GA, ID, IN, MD, NV, NY, OH, SC, TN, TX, VA, WI conduct named compliance check operations or
allow the option for POs or local authorities to pass restrictions against those on probation/ parole.

These restrictions can expand or be altered at any time. Changes could be applied retroactively, so even if

you move into a community before a law passes, a new law could negatively impact your residence. In
addition, there are too many prohibitions across the USA to be listed here, like restrictions on holiday
celebrations, emergency shelter access, or even on the wearing of costumes. We must remain vigilant for
any newly proposed or expanding restrictions at the state and federal level.
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REGISTRATION PROCESS

I field many questions about registration. There is no way around registration. Worse, “Failure To
Register” (FTR) is a felony in most places, and the feds (US Marshals in particular) are involved if you
FTR and they have been known to pick up FTR cases even when the Registrant fled overseas. It is
important to register regardless of your personal feelings about the registry. If you are moving, you must
register at both the place you are moving from AND the place you are moving to; if you change
appearance, name, address even if you are moving from Apartment A to Apt. B, starting/ quitting a job or
school, or buying a vehicle, you’ll likely have to register each change. Some states even charge fees for
registering!

To help you understand the registration process, the following was copied from the 2017 Handbook
“Registering With Dignity” from the Sex Law and Policy Center, a site which went defunct in 2020 and
the handbook is no longer online:

One of the first things you must do after release from incarceration is to register in-person at your local
registration office. Be prepared for the entire registration process to take anywhere from a few minutes to
a few hours. Depending on where you live, the registration office may be housed in a police department, a
courthouse, or another government agency, and may only take appointments for registration, be on a
first-come first-serve basis, be handled before a certain time, or only on certain days.

Be sure to check your release papers. It should have information on where and how to register for the
first time. If you are not given the information, then ask your probation or parole officer. Do not delay
registration, because you must register within a specific time frame or face severe consequences.

You will be asked to provide current proof of residency, such as a driver’s license, a rent or utility bill, or
an official document with your address. It is usually a good idea to bring state-issued identification with
your photo on it. The registration officer will ask you questions, such as your home address, whether you
are on community supervision, and other such things as required by your state’s law. Be honest with the
officer as it will make the process go smoothly.

Next, the officer will take your photograph, your fingerprints, and possibly a DNA swab and palmprints.
The officer will review the forms with you, and ask if you understand the rules. Do not be afraid to ask
questions about registration if you are unsure of what you are being told.

The final step is your signature, which indicates you understand the registration process. The police will
send off the registration documents to the State Police office and you will always receive a copy. If they
fail to provide you one, ask them for a copy so you have proof of your registration.

Keep your copy! File it away in a folder for safekeeping on the off chance a law enforcement agent loses
your documents. The police may verify your residency and employment information either by contacting
your probation or parole officer or by showing up at your home or place of employment.

You will have to periodically re-register, which can be as frequently as every 30 days. This may require
updating your photo or getting your fingerprints retaken. Registration differs by state so be sure you
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understand your registration requirements. If you are unsure, ask the officer while you are registering
how often you need to re-register and when you need to submit a new photo or fingerprints. Your
probation or parole officer can provide you with more information, if you are on community supervision.

We cannot stress this enough. Do not be afraid to ask questions. Failing to register can have serious
consequences including more incarceration. While the registration process can be humiliating and the
officers intimidating, it is necessary.

The report also made a few recommendations for keeping up with your registration:

% Maintain a calendar specifically for registration: States differ greatly on the window for registration
so it is important to know when that window is and plan to register at the first opportunity. I’ve seen
people arrested for FTR for being just one day late.

++ Call ahead: It is always a good idea to call the registration office beforehand in case they are closed or
hours are compromised.

«» Send registration papers by Certified Mail: If you register by mail, spend that extra money for USPS
Certified Mail. The Post Office could use the money, plus you will have proof you sent it.

« Keep documentation safe and readily available: In the disaster relief chapter, I discuss fireproof
lockboxes for important papers. Consider keeping at least the most recent registration papers in that
lockbox. Also, if you are familiar with computers, I suggest scanning documents to be saved on your
computer just in case.

+ Ask questions: If you have questions about the registry, ask the registry office. These laws are

sometimes interpreted differently by agency so you have more procedures at one registry office than

at a different office.

Speaking only from personal experience, most LEOs understand the registry is a waste of time and many
will treat you nicely so long as you aren’t rude to them. Also, after they’ve seen you a few times, they’re
more likely to accelerate the process and get you out of the office as quickly as possible. But, just
remember they’re still cops and be careful what you say to them.

KEEPING AN ACTIVITY LOG

If you are concerned about false accusations, you may wish to keep an “activity log.” Here are some
suggestions for determining where you were on a specific date and time:

+ Buy a yearly planner: Just a cheap dollar store pocket planner will suffice. You could also create one
yourself with a computer.

« Computer: Your computer can also be used to determine where you were at; online activities and files
downloaded to the computer can be timestamped. Social media posts and comments posted on the
internet can show you were online at a certain time and how you accessed the computer.

+ Smartphone GPS: Most smartphones have GPS, and some software can help keep up with your
movements. For example, if you buy a Smartphone with “Android”, then you can give Google Maps
permission to keep your travel info through their “Timeline.” Even without setting up GPS, phone
records may show your location at the time of a phone call.
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+ Never pay with cash: If you can get a credit card, do so. If you lose cash, you will never recover it
but with a credit card, you can quickly freeze the account. And credit cards have the added bonus of
keeping transaction data including time and location. Store credit cards, EBT Cards (“food stamp
cards”), debit cards, and even store loyalty cards (such as the Kroger Plus Card) keep detailed records
of usage.

++ Paper receipts: You can opt for printed receipts and keep them in a small storage bin, Many business
give the option for email receipts, which can be more convenient since you don’t need a piece of

paper.

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN A P.O. AND A REGISTRATION OFFICER

It is extremely important to understand the difference between probation/ parole/ supervised release and
being a Registered Person. Being forced to register is NOT the same as being “On Paper.” Registry
officers are NOT parole officers. A PO may be able to make certain rules like curfews or require you to
go to counseling. A Registration officer’s only duty is enforcing SO laws, particularly the act of entering
registration info and verifying your address, as well as community notification. Registration Officers do
not make rules; they merely enforce existing laws. Though registry officers may conduct compliance
checks, they cannot enter your home without permission or a warrant unless you are “On Paper.”

Registration officers will take complaints by citizens who assume registration officers and POs are the
same. Some LEOs hope you don’t understand the difference; for example, some local agencies promoting
Halloween curfews that apply only to those on probation or parole may omit to the media or in press
releases it cannot legally be applied to those not “On Paper.” It is your responsibility to know your rights
and know the terms described in this guide. The next couple of sections will cover some issues related to
being “On Paper.”

RIGHTS DURING SO TREATMENT

Some courts may require order you to take treatment. You may be required to pay for expensive therapy
or endure controversial testing practices like polygraphs or penile plethysmographs. Unfortunately,
problems with a treatment provider can only be addressed either with the PO, the probation/ parole board
supervisor, or by petitioning the court for a change in treatment.

Polygraphs: A consensus of legal decisions regarding polygraph usage come agree that despite the
majority of studies on polygraph use suggesting the polygraphs are not effective tools in sex offender
treatment, courts still allowed states to use the polygraph as a “treatment” tool. While you generally lack
the ability to refuse to take the entire polygraph test, you SHOULD have the right to plead the S5th
Amendment ONLY WHEN that particular question that may lead to future criminal charges. There
should be agreements written out in treatment programs and/or polygraphs that specifically state whether
or not the results can be used against you in a court of law.

For more on the polygraph controversy and legal history, see http://www.oncefallen.com/polygraph.html

PPGs: In U.S. v. Weber, 451 F.3d 552 (9th Cir. 2006), the Court ruled the PPG is an intrusive procedure,
both physically and psychologically, likening the procedure to a device from a George Orwell novel. The
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court utilized a standard of review involving tests that are “non-routine manipulative intrusions on bodily
integrity” and that such tests “will be scrutinized” to determine whether there are less intrusive options.
While the court concluded that the level of accuracy of penile plethysmography reported in the scientific
literature is low and that the test's true validity is academically controversial, this test could be a required
condition for supervised release if there was evidence supporting the efficacy of this test over less
intrusive procedures, such as the Abel and polygraph tests.

Abel Assessments: In United States v. Birdsbill, No. 03-30204 (9th Cir. May 4, 2004, unpublished), the
Court also ruled the Abel best can be used for treatment, but is unreliable to be used as evidence to
determine sexual deviancy for five reasons:

(1) the AASI test is a psychological instrument to be used for treatment, not for diagnostic purposes, and
it is not designed to assess the tendency of a person to abuse children sexually; (2) Dr. Abel did not use a
control group and it is unclear how or whether the test ferrets out "fakers"; (3) the test has not been
subject to adequate peer review because Dr. Abel has proprietary rights over the test and has not shared
his formula with other scientists (and those who have tried to assess the test's validity have come up with
dubious and inconsistent results); (4) the potential error rate "varies from poor ... to appalling," which
makes it an unreliable instrument; and (5) the relevant scientific community does not generally accept the
AASI test as a diagnostic test for pedophilia.

However, U.S. v. Stoterau, 524 F.3d 988 (9th Cir. 2008), the same Court rejected an argument the Abel
test is intrusive, noting the test was far less intrusive than a PPG, does not implicate a particularly
significant liberty interest, and while inadmissible in court, the test could be used as part of a treatment
plan. The court concluded even unreliable tests like the Abel test has “value” in “rehabilitation” and
“treatment” in determining attraction to children.

In short, arguments against the use of tests otherwise inadmissible as evidence in courts are usually
allowed in treatment settings unless the condition is overly intrusive when less intrusive alternatives exist
(as the polygraph and PPG are strapped to the human body), or if the questions involve would trigger a
violation of a 5th Amendment right against self-incrimination (i.e., a question about your sexual history
leading to a new criminal case levied against you.) Only under these circumstances would you find relief
through the courts.

CHALLENGING SUPERVISION CONDITIONS

If you feel your PO is violating the law or harassing you or you feel a certain rule is going too far, you
could choose to file a complaint with the supervisor at the probation/ parole office, with the State Police
(on the state level) or the FBI (on the federal level). In all honesty, that likely won’t go far. Thus, you may
have to go to court to get relief from a bad PO.

In challenging conditions of supervision, the short answer is that there IS a chance a bad rule can be
challenged successfully, and it is even possible to get terminated from lifetime supervision. The report
below is NOT detailed but is merely a brief discussion about federal supervision appeals and termination.
The information listed below covers challenging federal supervision conditions but the same arguments
could be applied to the state courts.
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The link to the full article is:
https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/training/primers/2015 Primer Supervised Release.pdf

Early Termination of Supervised Release

A court may terminate supervised release “at any time after the expiration of one year of supervised
release . . . if it is satisfied that such action is warranted by the conduct of the defendant released and the
interests of justice.” (18 USC §3583(e)(1))

The guidelines “encourage . . . [courts] to exercise this authority in appropriate cases,” particularly noting
that a court may impose a longer term of supervised release on a defendant with a drug, alcohol or other
addiction, but may then terminate the supervised release term early when a defendant “successfully
completes a treatment program, thereby reducing the risk to the public from further crimes of the
defendant.” (USSG 5D1.2, cmt. n. 5)

A court may terminate supervised release early even if the statute of conviction originally required a
particular term of supervised release. See, e.g., US v. Spinelle, 41 F.3d 1056, 1069 (6th Cir. 1994); US v.
Gainer, 936 F.Supp.785, 786 (D. Kan. 1996); US v. Scott, 362 F. Supp. 2d 982, 984 (N.D. Ill. 2005); US
v.McClister, 2008 WL 153771, *2 (D. Utah 2008); but see US v. Hernandez-Flores, 2012 WL 119609,*4
(D. NM 2012) (expressing reservations, but declining to reach the issue because the defendant’s conduct
did not merit early termination even if the court had the authority to grant it).

Appellate Issues

A term of supervised release will be reviewed for reasonableness in light of the court’s stated reasons, as
with a sentence of imprisonment. See, e.g., US v. Presto, 498 F.3d 415, 418 (6th Cir. 2007) (discussing
procedural and substantive reasonableness of lifetime term of supervised release); US v. Hayes, 445 F.3d
536, 527(2nd Cir. 2006). But see US v. O’Georgia, 569 F.3d. 281, 289 (6th Cir. 2009) (where a district
court has articulated § 3553(a) factors in imposing its sentence, a repetition of those factors in support of
a term of supervised release would serve no useful purpose in the ordinary case).

Appeal of Challenged Conditions

Challenges to conditions of supervised release are ordinarily reviewed on appeal for abuse of discretion,
(See, e.g., US v. Watson, 582 F.3d 974, 981 (9th Cir. 2009); US v. Stults, 575 F.3d 834 (8th Cir. 2009);
US v. Theilemann, 575 F.3d 265 (3d Cir. 2009)) although the issue of “whether a supervised release
condition illegally exceeds the [district court’s statutory authority] or violates the Constitution is reviewed
de novo.” (See, e.g., Watson, 582 F.3d at 981)

Unpreserved claims that a district court imposed an invalid condition raised for the first time on appeal
are reviewed only for “plain error” under Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 52(b). (See, e.g., US v.
Weatherton, 567 F.3d 149, 152 (5th Cir. 2009).)
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Appeal of Revocation Conditions

The issue of whether a district court had jurisdiction to revoke supervised release is reviewed de novo.
See, e.g., US v. Johnson, 581 F.3d 1310 (11th Cir. 2009).

The district court’s factual findings that a defendant violated the conditions of release are reviewed for
clear error; legal conclusions are reviewed de novo. See, e.g., US v. Farmer, 567 F.3d 343 (8th Cir. 2009);
US v. Kontrol, 554 F.3d 1089 (6th Cir. 2009).

If the government proved by a preponderance of the evidence that the defendant violated a valid condition
of supervised release, the district court’s decision to revoke supervised release is reviewed for abuse of
discretion. See, e.g., US v Black Bear, 542 F.3d 249 (8th Cir. 2008). See also US v Disney, 253 F.3d
1211 (10th Cir. 2001) (district court abused its discretion when it revoked defendant’s supervised release
for inquiring into address of DEA case agents because inquiry did not violate statute proscribing threats or
intimidation of law enforcement officers); US v. Turner, 312 F.3d 1137 (9th Cir. 2002) (district court
abused its discretion in revoking defendant’s supervised release where record did not support court’s
finding that defendant had incurred new debt).

With respect to appellate review of the type and length of the sentence imposed upon revocation, the
federal courts of appeals are divided over whether sentences are reviewed under a Booker-type
“reasonableness” standard or, instead, under the “plainly unreasonable” standard that uniformly was
followed in supervised release appeals before Booker. Compare, e.g., US v Bungar, 478 F.3d 540 (3d Cir.
2007) (“reasonableness” standard), with US v Crudup, 461 F.3d 433 (4th Cir. 2006) (“plainly
unreasonable” standard). See also US v Sweeting, 437 F.3d 1105 (11th Cir. 2006) (holding that
“unreasonable” and “plainly unreasonable” have essentially the same meaning).

Ripeness and Mootness Issues on Appeal

On a regular basis, appellate courts must decide whether a defendant’s challenge to a condition of
supervised release is ripe when raised on direct appeal of the original sentence (as opposed to being raised
on appeal of a judgment revoking supervised release for a violation of the challenged condition). The
courts of appeals have issued inconsistent decisions regarding ripeness of challenges to conditions raised
on direct appeal. Compare, e.g., US v. Lee, 502 F.3d 447 (6th Cir. 2007) (on direct appeal of his original
sentence, defendant’s challenge to a condition requiring penile plethysmograph testing was deemed not
ripe for review; court held that his challenge could not be brought until after he was released from prison
because there was no guarantee he would ever be subject to the test; if a probation officer sought to
implement that condition, the defendant could move to modify the condition under 18 USC 3583(e)(2)
and appeal if he were to lose), with US v Weber, 451 F.3d 552 (9th Cir. 2006) (defendant’s challenge to
plethysmograph testing as supervised release condition was ripe for review on direct appeal and prior to
the defendant’s release from prison). See also US v. Myers, 426 F.3d 117 (2d Cir. 2005) (challenge to
constitutionality of condition that defendant convicted of possessing CP could not visit with his son
unless supervised was ripe prior to release from imprisonment because a motion to modify the condition
after release under 18 USC §3583(e)(2) cannot challenge the lawfulness of the condition).
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Similarly, the courts are divided as to whether an appeal from a judgment of revocation is the appropriate
point at which to challenge a condition when the challenge was not originally made on direct appeal. See,
e.g., US v. Brimm, 302 F. App’x 588, 589 (9th Cir. 2008) (“We also reject the government’s contention
that Brimm waived the right to appeal the conditions of his supervised release because he waited until
after he violated the conditions before he challenged them. Compare US v. Jeremiah, 493 F.3d 1042,
1044, 1046 (9th Cir. 2007) (finding jurisdiction to hear the appellant’s challenges to the conditions of his
supervised release during an appeal of the revocation of supervised release)”), with US v. Ofchinick, 937
F.2d 892, 897 (3d Cir. 1991) (“We deem an order to be ripe for appeal in the present context when a . . .
condition of probation . . . is imposed, and failure to timely appeal will result in a waiver. The imposition
of such a condition or sanction, if opposed, creates a controversy worthy of adjudication and is of
sufficient immediacy to establish ripeness.”).

Finally, courts have held that a defendant’s challenge to the district court’s revocation of supervised
release on appeal is moot if the defendant has been unconditionally released from all types of custody
(including any recommenced term of supervised release) at the time that the appellate court hears the
appeal. See, e.g., US v. Hardy, 545 F.3d 280, 284 (4th Cir. 2008) (“courts considering challenges to
revocations of supervised release have universally concluded that such challenges also become moot
when the term of imprisonment for that revocation ends”).
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CHAPTER 2: FINDING HOUSING

Housing and employment are the two most common questions I receive. I won’t lie to you — housing is
difficult to find even under the best of circumstances. It may be helpful to share my personal experiences
with finding housing to give you an understanding of the difficulties you may face while seeking housing.

At the time I was incarcerated, Alabama’s law stipulated that anyone failing to obtain a legal residence
upon their release date were to be charged for FTR. Over the course of a year, I had written about 70
transitional housing programs, mostly to no avail. I found a program in SW Ohio five days before my
2003 release date and went from Alabama to Ohio with help from the Catholic Church. I stayed in a
heavily-religious program for almost a full year, but ended up staying in homeless shelters or slept on the
street for about 5 months. I had obtained a job and found a sleeping room for $150/ mo. in 2004
(amazingly the first place I called). Two years later, the state determined the apartment was too close to a
GED school (Ohio has a 1000 foot residency restriction law), and I called 131 apartments over a period of
seven months before I stumbled upon an apartment complex during an afternoon walk. Fortunately, the
landlord had a son on the registry. I lived in that apartment and took in a non-Registrant roommate.

I moved back to Alabama in 2009 to live with my girlfriend. Because my girlfriend had a child from her
second marriage, I could not legally live with her, but we found a nearby apartment complex that had a
reputation as an “S.0. House.” But when my mother passed away and I split with my girlfriend, I returned
to Ohio as my roommate never replaced me so my old room was available. In 2014, the apartment
building was sold to and the entire block was gentrified; I had to find a new apartment. Thankfully, in
2011, the Ohio Supreme Court determined that residency restrictions were punitive and cannot be applied
to anyone convicted before July 31, 2003. I no longer had to abide by the 1000 foot rule. It only took 4
weeks and 34 calls to find three apartments. In 2019, that apartment burned; as of 2020, I’'m staying in the
home of a fellow activist.

In short, I’ve experienced plenty of housing struggles. Housing has gotten more expensive since the
housing bubble burst in 2008, leading to the “great recession” and causing more people seeking to rent
rather than own; with an increase of demand for rental properties came an increase in rent prices Most of
you reading this looking to get out of prison will most likely need a transitional program; specific housing
leads will be listed by state at the end of this guide. The housing list can also be found at
http://www.oncefallen.com/findinghousing.html

Unfortunately, housing options are very limited especially in areas with strict residency restriction laws.
Even in areas not enforcing residency restrictions, few people are willing to rent to those on the registries,
as noted in my own study on obtaining housing in 2006. The majority of states have residency, proximity,
and/or work restriction law in place, and these laws are seeing a resurgence after years without new
restrictions. Also note that those required to register for life are barred from obtaining Section 8 Housing
(in addition to state laws that may exclude non-lifetime Registrants from public housing; I will cover
Section 8 Housing in the Welfare chapter).

The good news is that there are ways to find housing. I just won't lie to you and pretend it is a cakewalk. I
maintain a housing list, and the list maintained on my website will be posted at the end of this guide; the
list can also be found at: http://www.oncefallen.com/findinghousing.html
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HOMELESSNESS

According to my 2016 Job and Welfare Survey, Registered Persons are almost twice as likely as the
general population to have experienced homelessness (25.93% RC vs 14% GP); Registered Persons are
also far more likely than the general population to be currently homeless (3.38% RC vs 0.18% GP).
Residency restriction laws are a primary cause of homelessness. A secondary reason for homelessness
involves a lack of landlords willing to rent to a Registrant, due to liability concerns (fear of being sued if a
Registrant commits a sex offense), overt discrimination against Registered Persons, or loss of property
value (studies have suggested that having a Registered Person living in a neighborhood can decrease
property values by up to 10% or $5000 of a home’s property). This makes the possibility of being
homeless for a time a possibility, so consider a plan of action for yourself should you become homeless.

Should you experience homelessness, there are a few things you should know:

1. Thanks to 9/11, you may have trouble opening a bank account because you cannot use a PO Box to
open a bank account. This may also impact getting a state ID card/ Driver’s License. You may be able
to get help in that regard from a local charity like a Homeless Coalition.

2. If you are on parole, you may be limited where you travel even while homeless, and if you wear an
ankle monitor, you must find a location where you can reliably recharge the device.

3. Where will you sleep? Unfortunately, many local homeless shelters cannot (or will not) accept you. If
you live in an area with residency restriction laws, finding housing or even an overpass that meets the
requirements may be difficult. Thankfully, a small tent (should it come to this) are relatively cheap at
Walmart.

HOUSE HUNTING TIPS

TIP #1: TALK TO THE REGISTRY OFFICE - BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY

Check with the local registration office before you even start looking for a home especially if you are
moving to a new community, because sometimes cities, townships, or counties have residency laws that
differ from the laws imposed by the state. A five minute call may save you a lot more headache during
your house hunt later.

TIP #2: FINDING HOUSING LEADS

In the years since I began seeking housing lists, agencies that interact with Registered Persons have
increased awareness of the special challenges of finding housing for Registered Persons and are starting
to make note of programs for Registrants. Here are a few places you might be able to find local housing
leads:

e Local charities: Churches, community action agencies, homeless shelters or coalitions, and even
food banks often have housing lists for low-income agencies, and some may list housing specific
to Registrants.
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e Law Enforcement/ Registry offices: Sometimes, local registry offices may have a lead or two.
Your state's Dept. of Corrections website may have a list of programs. Many of the lists on the
DoC sites are online. Georgia's list is "THOR", for example.)

e The Internet: If you do a search "sex offender housing [your city]," you might find some lists.
Many renters post on Craigslist.org because it is free and Craigslist can show rentals on a map.
Since no one is going to advertise that they rent to Registered Persons (though some will
definitely state “No SOs), I suggest maintaining a list of phone numbers of everyone you called.
Some renters own numerous properties so a list will keep you from wasting your time with repeat
rejections from the same renter.

TIP #3: USING THE REGISTRY TO YOUR ADVANTAGE

It seems ironic to suggest visiting a public registry website, but websites that have mapping software like
Family Watchdog may assist you by showing where Registered Persons live in a community. These silly
maps with the red dots may help give you an idea where to focus your search, especially in an urban
environment. You could then use the Craigslist.org housing listings map to find housing.

TIP #4: DON'T GET DISCOURAGED

Finding a place to live is like finding a needle in a haystack, so expect a lot of rejection, especially in
places with residence restrictions. There are people willing to rent to you out there, but finding them is a
tedious process. If you can't handle the rejection yourself, pay someone you know a few bucks to call
them. You have to grow thick skin because some folks won't be cordial while rejecting you.

TIP #4: HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY

It is better to be up-front about asking if prospective landlords rent to Registered Persons than to lie to get
in only to be evicted later. Many places have eviction lists that will add to difficulties in finding housing
in the future. Even if you’re one of the lucky ones that aren’t listed publicly, background checks and
private registry lists are out there so your registry status will come out eventually.

If you do contact someone and you have the opportunity to "sell yourself" in the way you would while job
hunting, be prepared to do so. As a whole, Registered Persons are more likely to keep to themselves, pay
rent on time, and complain less than other tenants. Landlords these days may also do credit checks and
eviction checks. You may be expected to pay an application fee. Be prepared to deal with that and if there
is a fee involved, get confirmation that you would be given serious consideration before fronting the
money.

TIP #5: C-Y-A

If you find a place, consider yourself lucky or blessed, but remember there can be complications even
after you've settled in. Be sure to register with the Sheriff's office ASAP; don't delay, as many areas have
short registration periods. If you’re moving to a new county or a new state, you’ll have to register both
with the area you are leaving AND the area you are moving to. Many FTRs came about because someone
assumed that he only had to register in location B, forgetting location A, and just figured Registry Office
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B would notify Registry Office A. Registry office A eventually notices you didn’t check in on time, goes
to your old house, you aren’t there, a warrant is put out for your arrest for FTR, and your life is ruined.

TIP #6: INSURANCE/ PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

In my personal experience, renters willing to rent to you are likely not highly concerned about his
property or the quality of his tenants. If your search is in an urban area, you are more likely to find
residence with higher crime and lower standard of living. (In 17 years since my release, I’ve experienced
multiple break-ins and one house fire). Thus, I suggest getting Renter's Insurance; most Insurance
companies offer Renter's Insurance for around $15 a month, and it will cover you in case of theft, fire, or
other problems. However, even if you are staying in the Bates Motel, be sure to take good care of your
property. Building a good rapport with the landlord will help you as you often need good references for a
new lease.

Because of the constantly changing nature of residence restriction laws, I suggest keeping about three
month's rent in a savings account. Even if you are on disability, keep about $1200 to $1500 in your
savings account at all times (Rules of Social Security Disability/ SSI allows you to keep up to $2000 in
savings without penalty. This applies to those on SSI, the rules to those drawing from the lifetime
earnings fall under different rules. You can contact Social Security for specific rules on property and
savings issues). I'd also strongly suggest you improve your credit rating. There are many ways to do that
(there are other books on that), but having a good credit score helps should you need to move in the
future.

TIP #7: KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

Unfortunately, equal opportunity laws do not apply to discrimination based on criminal accusations/
convictions. You have no relief if denied housing based on your record.

You do have protections against unlawful entry by law enforcement. Your inclusion on the registry does
not give law enforcement a reason enter and search your residence during “compliance/ address
verification checks” without a warrant, unless you are on supervised release/ probation/ parole. No police
agency or even the US Marshals can come into any residence without a warrant if a person is not “On
Paper.” The only time a warrantless entry can be conducted is during an emergency (such as a fire) or
they hear someone being hurt.Additional info on your rights during a police check can be found at:
http://www.oncefallen.com/policechecks.html

TIP #8: MOVING AS A REGISTRANT
The next section is very extensive, so for those who want just the basics about moving:

* You do NOT need permission to move if not On Paper, but be sure you register at BOTH the location
you are moving from AND the location you moving to. This is the same if moving across the hall or
across the country. This is the most common reason people are charged with an FTR.

s If you are on STATE supervision/ probation/ parole, you MUST apply for an Interstate Compact in
order to move.
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» If you are under FEDERAL supervision you can apply to transfer at your Federal supervision office.
% Research the laws of the state you are moving to; you do not want to end up moving to a location that
increases your registration period.

Moving to another state is a greater hassle than moving across town. Because cities, counties, and states
have differing laws, the best way to find out what laws are applicable in your area is to contact the
Sheriff's office in the county you want to move to. You may have to fill out a "notice of intent to move/
reside" form. Another major problem is states register offenders differently. You may live in a state that
gives you a "Tier 1/ Low Risk" designation with 10 year registration in one state, while another state
gives lifetime registration or may reclassify you a Tier 3/ High Risk" because of the circumstances of
your crime. Once you are raised in Tier levels, it is nearly impossible to lower your Tier level. Also, some
states do not simply restrict where you live, but restrict who you live with, which is especially important
if you are planning on moving to a residence where a minor resides. This applies to any Registrant, not
always ones with child victims.

If you move from one state to another and you are set to be removed from the registry in state A, state B
may not honor the end of your home state's registration period. I received a call, for example, from a man
whose registration period expired in Ohio but moved to Florida and was forced to register in Florida.

If the Registrant is going to be on probation/ parole/ supervised release, an Interstate Compact will be
necessary. An Interstate Compact is an agreement between two states to transfer supervision. If you were
moving from Florida to California, for example, both states would have to agree to allow a transfer of
supervision, but even while living in California, you would be subject to Florida supervision rules. Either
state can cancel the agreement; if that happens, you’d be sent back to Florida. The government provides a
website specific to Interstate Compacts at http://www.interstatecompact.org/

Please note that Interstate Compacts only apply to those on state probation/ parole/ supervised release;
federal inmates can simply request a transfer with Federal supervision office. Below is from a website
discussing federal transfers (Source: “Road to Reentry: How can I move if I am on federal supervision
(like federal probation, federal supervised release, or federal parole)?” Root and Rebound. 2018.
Accessed 13 May 2020 at https://roadmap.rootandrebound.org/parole-probation/federal-community-
supervision-federal-probation/transfer-locations-on-federal-probation-federal-su/how-can-i-move-if-i-am-
on-federal-supervision-like/):

“QUESTION - How can I move if I am on federal supervision (like federal probation, federal supervised
release, or federal parole)?

If you are currently incarcerated and preparing for your release: You may be able to request a transfer to
another district. The request must be submitted to your Case Manager with the Bureau of Prisons since
you will not yet have a Probation Officer.

If you were formerly incarcerated and already released and living in the community: The process depends
on whether you are asking to move to a new residence within the same district OR to a new residence in a
different district. Because federal supervision is based on districts, it is not a question of whether you are
asking to move across state lines but, instead, whether you are asking to move into a different district. The
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Interstate Compact on Adult Offender Supervision (ICAOS) does not apply to federal supervision. In a
nutshell, it’s easier to move within the same district than to move to a new one. The steps below outline
both possibilities:

Possibility #1: If you are moving to a new residence within your current district, it’s suggested that you
follow these steps:

Improving your chances of having a transfer request approved: Your request is much more likely to be
approved if you have a good track record — clean drug tests, always going to your meetings with your
Probation Officer, staying out of trouble with law enforcement.

Notify your Probation Officer that you want to change your address, and submit that address and the
contact information for anyone else living at that address. You must get permission from your Probation
Officer to move within your current U.S. Probation District—even if it is across the street. Your
Probation Officer will investigate the new address—so long as it is located in the same U.S. Probation
District. As part of that investigation, your Probation Officer will:

e Make sure the new address actually exists;

e Make sure that other people living at the new address are willing and able to have you in their home;

e Run a background check on everyone living at the new address (PLEASE NOTE: Since it is a
standard condition for all people on federal supervision to avoid associating with anyone else who has
a felony conviction, your request to move/transfer to live with s